fellow drivers and spectators. These boy racers, or as they are locally known, 'Bouley Bashers', are firmly cemented in the history and lore of Aberdeen. Generations of youths have participated in the car (sub)culture. At night, the Beach Boulevard comes alive to the sound of revving engines, roaring car exhausts, and the blare of music from car stereo systems. The subculture has at its centre the prop or totem of the car: a ritualistic symbol which helps frame the behaviours, dialogue, and practices of its members. Moreover, although it is largely a male-dominated subculture, a growing number of females participate.
In the eyes of the media, local community, politicians, and authorities the 'Bouley Bashers' are the villains of this narrative.
The purpose of the research was to shed light on the unexplored world of the boy racer in Aberdeen. It was a Friday night in September 2006 when I first met the gatekeeper Debbie: 3 I had to drive around the block a few times because I couldn't find a space to park, nor could I see Debbie's car. She had told me to look out for a red modified Seat Ibiza. Eventually I spotted her driving behind me we both parked up on the tramlines 4 ... Debbie invited me to sit in the front passenger seat of her car so we could chat. She apologised for being late but said that she was being careful because the police were watching her... She told me that you have to watch out for the police.
They've told the drivers that they are allowed to park on the tramlines but it is illegal to drive on pavements so if they catch them doing so then they'll fine them £30...
They also aren't allowed to park beyond the pedestrian crossing because it's dangerous. Unfortunately she can't ensure that everyone knows the rules and obeys them just like the neighbourhood police officer can't make sure that all of his officers know the drivers at the Beach Boulevard and whether to fine them, warn them or use This is a pre-publication version of Lumsden, K. (2014) 
2004)
The boy racers were socially situated as the 'underdogs' in terms of the silencing of their voices and the privileging of the voices of the outside groups in public discourse(s) such as media reports and reality television exposés. There were attempts by the police to include the This is a pre-publication version of Lumsden, K. (2014) The longitudinal nature of this qualitative study meant that I was witness to the discussion of these issues among social groups, the proposal and implementation of measures, the effect these had on the group, and the reactions and views of the young motorists. Each group had a This is a pre-publication version of Lumsden, K. (2014) vested interest in the issue and thus an awareness of this on my part was necessary from commencement of the fieldwork.
The study consisted of participant observation with the subculture at Aberdeen's seafront and at various car shows and events across Scotland, and semi-structured and ethnographic interviews with the drivers. 150 hours were spent in the field and eight semi-structured interviews were conducted with the racers. Access was granted via the Grampian Police Drivers' Group in which police officers regularly met with a group of young drivers from the beach area of the city. Ethnographic research was also conducted online and involved observation of websites 6 hosted by the two gatekeepers, Debbie and Robert.
In terms of the outside groups, semi-structured interviews were conducted with four local residents (and one group interview with four residents present), a Member of Parliament, a
Member of the Scottish Parliament, a local councillor, three journalists, two council officials and four officers from Grampian Police. These were conducted at the beginning of the research, before access had been negotiated with the subculture. Participant observation was also conducted at a community meeting involving these groups. The interviews were and national media outlets such as BBC News, the Scotsman, the Guardian, and the Times.
The following section provides an analysis of the influence of bias and partisanship in research with the outside groups before considering fieldwork experiences and dissemination of research findings via the media.
This is a pre-publication version of Lumsden, K. (2014) 
Siding with the 'Underdogs'

The Outside Groups: 'What Angle Are You Taking on this Issue?'
When researching the outside groups I was aware of attempts by respondents to steer or influence the research, since each had their own interests to protect. When interviewing politicians, each respondent attempted to alter the interview schedule and only answered the questions they were comfortable with. Local journalists answered questions in such a way that it reflected the editorial view of the newspaper in question. In these cases, it was clear that the power relationship between interviewer and interviewee rested with the interviewee, who attempted to control the format and content of the interview. Since the subculture was highly visible in politics, the media, and the public imagination, respondents used the interviews to convey particular messages. During interviews respondents often asked me:
'What angle are you taking on the issue?' My answer was that I was researching each of the groups involved in the issue, including the boy racer subculture. Hence I was choosing to adopt a neutral and unbiased stance.
When attending a public road safety event held by Grampian Police at Aberdeen's Beach
Boulevard, an intended forum through which young motorists could meet and talk with police officers and members of the local community, a police officer informed me:
'There have been a large number of complaints from residents and businesses in the area and as a result of this something has to be done. Residents have paid large amounts of money for flats with nice scenery not to have it ruined by Bouley Bashers.
We -the police -have always let boy racers get away with being at the beach but we won't any longer. The council's idea of planting flowers all the way down the Boulevard won't work because they will just be vandalised. We'll be using ASBOs This is a pre-publication version of Lumsden, K. (2014) in the area so anybody causing a nuisance can be sent away from the area until 8am the next day. We're trying to be fair to both the Bouley Bashers and the residents because we understand that people spend a lot of money on their cars for them to look nice'. However it didn't seem this way to me. (Fieldnotes, February 2005) From this point, I had developed an understanding of the boy racers as the underdogs through the reaction of social groups, such as the authorities and local residents, to their presence.
Related to this were the numerous measures adopted in order to deter them from Aberdeen's 
Conclusion
The above examples demonstrate that I chose to side with the boy racers who were socially situated as the 'underdogs' in contrast to the outside groups. In research involving a plethora of actors -from the racers, to the police, local residents, businesses, journalists, politicians, council officials and general public -it was impossible not to be influenced by my values and beliefs and the expectations of the social actors I was observing or interviewing. As criminologists, we are shaped by our interactions with the researched and we form our own opinions about the group we are studying and their treatment by those in positions of power and privilege. The subculture was already politically contentious and thus high on the public and media agenda(s). Hence, the idea that I could successfully conduct ethnographic research without being influenced by my values and beliefs or those of a particular group was, in this case, unreasonable. Ethnographers will undoubtedly take sides in the course of their research investigations whether they are willing to admit this or not.
This is a pre-publication version of Lumsden, K. (2014) A final important point raised concerns the dissemination of research findings. The discussion highlights the issues encountered when we liaise with the media in criminological research. Whether I liked it or not, the media were intertwined with this research from the beginning to the end (and beyond in terms of dissemination of research findings). The media interest in the issue of boy racers had fuelled my curiosity into their world. Ironically, in the end, the research findings and the voice(s) of the researched fed back into the apparatus of the mass media. Interactions with the media were an explicit attempt to debunk the myth of the boy racer via research findings and by giving a voice to those research participants who had helped in the course of the fieldwork. Reflecting on these can help us to unravel the role of our values and beliefs in research and how these are further shaped by the researched. In this instance, I pursued these avenues for dissemination as an additional means to give voice to the 'underdogs'. This was tied to notions of research bargaining and in giving something back to those gatekeepers who granted me access to their social world. Thus, criminological research does not occur in a vacuum and more reflection is needed on our experiences with the media and other stakeholders when disseminating research findings. Our engagements in 'public criminology' raise a whole host of methodological, philosophical, political, moral and ethical dilemmas which must be the subject of further debate and scrutiny.
